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Kampala, Uganda 

21 August 2015 

----------  NOT TO BE SHARED UNTIL 1200 HOURS, FRIDAY 21 AUGUST, 2015 ----------------- 

News release 

Disgruntled opposition or disillusioned democrats: Who is for 

electoral reforms in Uganda? 
 

Ugandans overwhelmingly support elections as the way to choose their leaders, but many 

are not satisfied with the quality of their elections, the latest Afrobarometer survey shows. 

Significant proportions of adult Ugandans say that voters are bribed and threatened with 

violence and that Ugandan elections do not always ensure effective and accountable 

representation, that the opposition is often prevented from contesting and that the vote 

count is often unfair.  

These findings, pointing to a gap between popular demand for and actual supply of high-

quality elections, may help explain majority support for a number of proposed electoral 

reforms, including declaring election results at the constituency level, banning convicted 

voter-buyers from future elections, and discontinuing presidential appointment of Electoral 

Commission (EC) members.  

Key findings 

 While 87% of adult Ugandans support regular, open, and honest elections, only 69% 

say the last national election was free and fair (Figure 1). This gap has been consistent 

over the past decade. 

 About half (49%) of adult Ugandans say voters are bribed during elections, while one-

fourth (27%) say voters are threatened with violence at the polls. Fewer than half say 

elections ensure that members of Parliament (MPs) effectively represent their 

constituents (49%) or enable voters to remove non-performing leaders from office 

(45%). Only 52% say that votes are “always” counted fairly, while one in five 

respondents (20%) say the opposition is effectively prevented from contesting the 

elections.  

 More than eight in 10 Ugandans want election results to be declared at the 

constituency level and candidates convicted of vote-buying to be barred from 

elections. Majorities also favour EC members who are not appointed by the president 

(57%) and a requirement that presidential candidates name their running mates 

during campaigns (55%) (Figure 2). 

 A majority 89% named at least one major issue for electoral reform, while support for 

electoral reforms transcended the political party divide, bridging those committed to 

democracy and ruling and opposition party supporters. 

Afrobarometer survey  

Afrobarometer is an African-led, non-partisan research network that conducts public attitude 

surveys on democracy, governance, economic conditions, and related issues across more 

than 30 countries in Africa. Five rounds of surveys were conducted between 1999 and 2013, 

and Round 6 surveys are currently under way (2014-2015). Afrobarometer conducts face-to-
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face interviews in the language preferred by the respondent with nationally representative 

samples of between 1,200 and 2,400 respondents. 

The Afrobarometer team in Uganda, led by Hatchile Consult, interviewed 2,400 adult 

Ugandans in May 2015. A sample of this size yields country-level results with a margin of error 

of +/-2% at a 95% confidence level. Previous surveys were conducted in Uganda in 2000, 

2002, 2005, 2008, and 2012. 

Charts 

Figure 1: Gap between demand for and supply of high-quality elections | Uganda   | 2000-

2015 

 

Respondents were asked:  

1. Which of the following statements is closest to your view? Choose Statement 1 or Statement 2. 

Statement 1: We should choose our leaders in this country through regular, open, and honest 

elections. Statement 2: Since elections sometimes produce bad results, we should adopt other 

methods for choosing this country’s leaders. (% who “agree” or “agree strongly” with 

Statement 1) 

2. On the whole, how would you rate the freeness and fairness of the last national election, held 

in 2011? (% who said “completely free and fair” or “free and fair, but with minor problems”) 
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Figure 2: Support for electoral reforms ahead of the 2016 elections | Uganda | 2015 

 

Respondents were asked: In preparation for 2016 general elections, political parties and civil society 

organizations have suggested a number of electoral reforms. We would like to hear your views on a 

number of the proposed electoral reforms. Do you agree or disagree with the following suggestions for 

electoral reforms ahead of the 2016 general elections in Uganda?   

a. Candidates convicted of vote-buying should be banned  from contesting any elections for at 

least five years 

b. All election results should be declared at the constituency level. 

c. Presidential candidates should be required to name their running mates before the elections. 

d. The law should bar persons who require special assistance from voting. 

e. The president should no longer have the power to appoint members of the Electoral 

Commission. 

f. (% who “agree” or “agree strongly”) 

 

For more information, please contact: 

Dr. Frederick Golooba-Mutebi 

National investigator 

Tel +256 782 673 107 

golooba@hatchileconsult.com, fgmutebi@gmail.com 

 

Francis Kibirige 

National coordinator 

Tel +256 776 932 082 

francis@hatchileconsult.com, kibirige@msu.edu 

 

Hatchile Consult Ltd. 

Tel +256 414 233 847   

6/8 Kisozi House Complex, Kampala 

 

Visit us online at: 

www.hatchileconsult.com  

www.afrobarometer.org 

 

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter @Afrobarometer. 
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